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March 15, 2024 

 

Florida Museum of Black History Task Force 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Via Email: FLheritage@DOS.MyFlorida.com 
 

Dear Sirs, 

 
Seminole County would like to express our sincere and enthusiastic interest for the establishment of 

the Florida Museum of Black History in our region. It is with great excitement that we submit this ex-

pression of interest, as we firmly believe that Seminole County is the perfect location to establish. 

Seminole County offers an unparalleled combination of access, appeal, diversity, strong black histo-

ry, and community support, making it an ideal choice for this initiative . Here are some key reasons 

why Seminole County stands out as the premier destination: 

1. Historical Significance: Seminole County has a rich black history from before the countyôs in-

ception. In fact, in 1891, Goldsboro was incorporated as an all-black community which was later 

annexed to the city of Sanford.  The diversity of this community has been a testament to our rich 

history of collaboration and community involvement. 

2. Location Options:  There are many location options within Seminole County, the attached re-

port shows some of these options, but additional options may be provided as soon as you share 

the ideal location requirements. 

3. Demographics: Seminole County, while the third smallest county in the state of Florida, is also 

the third most densely populated, with one of the highest education levels and household in-

comes in the area. Our population is very diverse 

4. Transportation Infrastructure: Seminole County is strategically positioned in the heart of Flori-

da with almost equal distance to the farthest points, from Pensacola to Key West, Seminole 

County is the most central point in the state of Florida. Our proximity to both the Orlando Sanford 

International Airport and the Orlando International Airport, offering over 150 non-stop flight desti-

nations worldwide ensures accessibility and easy and convenient travel for all visitors from 

around the globe.  

5. Local Support: Seminole County is backed by a strong foundation of government, community, 

and corporate support. Our local government is committed to fostering all cultural initiatives that 

benefit the community.  Seminole County is home to well-known and established corporations, 

some of our largest employers include headquarters or central operations for companies like JP 

Morgan Chase, Verizon, Deloitte, AAA, Mitsubishi Power Corp, BNY Mellon, to mention just a 

few. 



 

 

6. Educational Resources: Seminole County Public Schools is consistently rated an A school dis-

trict, with 100% of our high schools rated in this category.  Seminole State College with over 

20,000 students enrolled and a placement rate of 93.5% for completers is an Aspen Prize 2023 

semifinalist. 

Seminole County is also home to a number of cultural amenities and a focus on our history. 

Thank you in advance for considering Seminole County as a potential location for the Florida Muse-

um of Black History. We eagerly anticipate the opportunity to further discuss with you how we can 

bring this museum to fruition and contribute to highlighting our stateôs black history. 

Please feel free to contact me at (407) 665-2901 or gcunha@seminolecountyfl.gov to discuss this 

expression of interest and the potential collaboration in greater detail. 

Sincerely, 

 

Guilherme ñGuiòCunha  

Administrator 

Office of Economic Development and Tourism 
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The city of Sanfordôs prominent African American presence and leadership is inlaid in our history, 

with majority black historic communities as a testament to our pride in this diversity: 

Historic Georgetown Community 

¶ A suburb within the City of Sanford 

¶ Established circa 1870 

¶ Comprised of lots sold by Henry Sanford to early Black pi-

oneers who came from North Carolina, South Carolina, 

Virginia, and other areas of Florida. 

¶ Established in 1886, Hopper Academy was the 1st African 

American school in the Georgetown district originally 

named ñColored School No. 11ò 

¶ Georgetown landmarks, St. James African Methodist Episcopal Church and the Hopper Acade-

my are listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

 

Historic Goldsboro Community 

¶ Goldsboro is a community and a former town within the 

City of Sanford 

¶ Founded in 1891 

¶ Goldsboro was established by the Freedmenôs Bureau dur-

ing the Reconstruction Era for African Americans who were 

employed at local railroad yards & produce houses of 

farms.  

¶ During this time, Goldsboro was the 2nd most flourishing African American towns in the United 

States. 

¶ Established in 1926, Crooms Academy of Information Technology is a pillar of Historic Goldsbo-

ro. Boasts 1 of the highest ratings from Magnet Schools of America. 

Florida Museum of Black History  

Historical Importance  
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Henry Shelton Sanford (Fig. 1). Sanford was a Lin-

colnian Republican who founded the City of Sanford in 

1870, and he perpetuated Reconstruction in this re-

gion even after its wider decline across the state and 

ensured the survival of African American communities 

in what was then northern Orange County. The incor-

porated Black communities of Eatonville (1887), 

Goldsboro (1891), and the unincorporated District of 

Georgetown (est. before 1886) are lasting legacies of 

his influence. Two brothers, Joseph and Wil-

liam Clark (Fig. 2) founded Eatonville and 

Goldsboro respectively as the first incorpo-

rated African American communities in the 

United States, each with their own black 

mayors, sheriffs, tax collectors, and post offic-

es. The safe spaces Henry Sanford fostered 

until his death in 1891 allowed black commu-

nities to flourish in north Orange County cities 

farther removed from the Southern Democrat 

influence of the county seat in Orlando. They 

fostered academics, artists, writers, and 

more. Zora Neale Hurston, who lived for 

years in both Eatonville and Goldsboro and 

became a national icon. 

Florida Museum of Black History  

Historical Importance  

Figure 2: William Clark and His Grandson, ca. 
1895. Scan of original photograph courtesy the 
Goldsboro Museum. 

Figure 1: Henry Shelton Sanford, ca. 
1880. Photograph of original portrait cour-
tesy the Sanford Museum. 
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Land currently on the market for sale 

The lands on these pages will require clearing and conditioning prior to construction. 

The buildings in this report have had other types of uses and will likely require a significant amount 

of interior construction to meet the needs of a museum, different from their prior use. 

The lands as well as the buildings are located on easily accessible roads and with great visibility and 

will allow for ample parking for the potential visitors to the museum. 

Florida Museum of Black History  

Location  



 

 7 

Florida Museum of Black History  

Land  
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Buildings currently on the market for sale 

Florida Museum of Black History  

Buildings  
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Florida Museum of Black History  

Buildings  
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Florida Museum of Black History  

Buildings  
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Florida Museum of Black History  

 Talent Supply  

 

Seminole Countyôs workforce is diverse in industry, background, experience and ethnicity. Our la-

bor force and employment levels have been on a steady growth pattern 
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Florida Museum of Black History  

Innovation & Economic Development  

Our Economic Development office has a strong focus on small business and entrepreneurial sup-

port, since 95% of our businesses employ 50 workers or less. 

The Seminole County BCC supports financially and has a strong partnership with the two business 

incubators in the County, the UCF Technology Incubator in Winter Springs and the Seminole State 

College Business Incubator in Sanford.  We are currently exploring ways to help them grow and 

they are frequently at capacity. 
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Florida Museum of Black History  

Business Climate  
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Florida Museum of Black History  

Business 

With a strong presence of manufacturing industry and proximity to a great number of manufacturing 

businesses in sectors related to the semiconductor and micro components sector, not only in Semi-

nole county, but also in our neighboring counties, a location in Seminole County will prove beneficial 

to Chip1 from the industry access perspective. 

Source: FloridaCommerce QCEW Q2-2023 
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Seminole County boasts one of the highest education levels and household incomes of the popula-

tion in Central Florida. We consistently have one of the lowest unemployment rates in the state, cur-

rently at 3%. 

Florida Museum of Black History  

Economy  
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Florida Museum of Black History  

Demographics  

People Population Age 
Foreign Born Popula-

tion 

 Total Population Median Age in Seminole County 
Seminole County Population 

Born Abroad 

 470,856 40.0 16.5% 

 U.S. Census 2020 Decennial Census 
U.S. Census - 2022 American Commu-

nity Survey 1-Year Estimates 

U.S. Census - 2022 American Commu-

nity Survey 1-Year Estimates 

Race &  

Ethnicity 
Hispanic White 

Black or African 

American 

 Hispanic and Latino of any race White Alone Black or African American Alone 

 
106,539 

22.6% 

284,811 

59.5% 

55,285 

11.5% 

 U.S. Census - 2020 Decennial Census U.S. Census - 2022 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates   

Labor Employment Unemployment Labor Force 

 2022 Employment Rate 
2023 Average Unemployment 

Rate in Seminole County, FL 

2023 Average Labor Force in 

Seminole County, FL 

 65.2% 2.7% 275,201 

 
U.S. Census - 2022 American Commu-

nity Survey 1-Year Estimates 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics  

Education 
Percentage  

College Grads 

Educational  

Attainment 
School Grades 

 Bachelor's Degree or Higher Associate's Degree or Higher 
Percentage of K-12 schools 

rated A or B 

 40.4% 52.8% 86% 

 U.S. Census - 2022 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates  
Florida Department of Education. School 

Grades 2023 

Income and  

Earnings  

Median Household  

Income 

Mean Household  

Income 
Per Capita Income 

 Median Household Income Average Household Income 

Per capita income in the past 12 

months (in 2022 inflation-

adjusted dollars) 

 $80,550 $111,298 $44,616 

 U.S. Census - 2022 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates    
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Florida Museum of Black History  

Demographics  
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The city of Sanfordôs population is highly diverse, with one of the highest percentages of black or 

African American population percentages. 

Florida Museum of Black History  

Population Characteristics  
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Florida Museum of Black History  

Geography Size and Density  

Seminole County is In the center of the state of Florida, sur-

rounded by Brevard County, Lake County, Orange County and 

Volusia County.   

With 309.4 square miles of land area, Seminole County is the 

third smallest county in Florida and yet at 471k residents it is  

the third most densely populated county in the state of Florida. 
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Florida Museum of Black History  

Transportation  

Seminole County is strategically positioned for any distribution business, between major transporta-

tion arteries in Florida, with I-4 crossing our county North-South, SR 429 on our western boundary, 

SR 417 on our eastern boundary and the CSX rail service traversing the county north-south. Addi-

tionally, we are within easy access to both the Orlando Sanford International Airport and the Orlan-

do International Airport, offering over 150 non-stop flight destinations worldwide. 
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Seminole County's prime location in Central Florida, will provide easy access to the Florida Museum 

of Black History to all its visitors, from Florida, the rest of the nation or even international travelers.  

The Central Florida region already attracts 74 million visitors per year that will benefit from another 

cultural and educational opportunity while they are here.   

Whether by trains, planes or automobiles, it will be a breeze for visitors to the Florida Museum of 

Black History to get here. 

Some of our major transportation routes include the Orlando-Sanford International Airport (SFB), I-4, 

429, 417, 17/92, Amtrak and Sunrail. 

Florida Museum of Black History  

Transportation  



¶ 2.9M passengers in 2023 

¶ 204 weekly flights to 75 destinations 

¶ 6 International Destinations 

Florida Museum of Black History  

Transportation  


