
HOW TO APPLY FOR
GENERAL PROGRAM SUPPORT

&
SPECIFIC CULTURAL PROJECT GRANTS



Meeting Etiquette

 Participants will be muted 

  Video is disabled

 Chat feature is available

 Q&A will take place at the end

TYPE HERE



T oday’s  Agenda

 Grants Overview

 General Program Support

 Specific Cultural Project

 Funding Process

 Timelines

 Application Tips/Resources

 Q & A



G rants  for Arts  & C ultural P rograms
 General Program Support (GPS) – Funding for Arts and Cultural Organizations ONLY to support a 

percentage of their operating budget

 Specific Cultural Project (SCP) – Funds to support Arts and Cultural Projects for any eligible organization 
or Individual

 The next grant cycle is JULY 1, 2027 - JUNE 30, 2028

 Each eligible organization (FEIN/Tax ID) may only submit ONE application for programming, per grant 
period. You must choose between General Program Support (GPS) OR Specific Cultural Projects (SCP). 
However, in addition to their GPS/SCP application, eligible organizations may also apply for Cultural 
Facilities.

 All project activities must be in strict accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws. Grant 
activities that do not demonstrate compliance with federal, state, and local laws will not be funded.

The deadline for GPS and SCP applications is                  
July 10, 2026 at 5:00 p.m., EST



General Program Support (GPS)

Who can apply?

 Florida public entities / non-profits

With an arts and cultural mission

Must have at least one year of complete programming

What does “arts and culture” mean?

 Arts in Education

 Discipline-based – dance, literature, media arts, multidisciplinary, museums, music, presenter, 

theatre, traditional arts, visual arts

 Local Arts Agency

 State Service Organization



D is c iplines  with S pec ial R equirements
 Arts In Education

 “Arts education” mission required
Museum

Must be open to the public at least 180 days 
a year

Must own or utilize works of art, historical 
artifacts or other tangible objects

Must exhibit these works, artifacts or items 
to the public on a regular schedule

 Art museums, historical museums, science 
museums, zoos, aquariums, etc., can apply

Multidisciplinary
 Two or more disciplines

 Professional Theatre
Must compensate artistic staff and actors

 Presenter
 Describes an organization that hosts 

performances, but doesn’t produce them
 Traditional Arts

 Contact State Folklorist prior to submitting 
application

 Local Arts Agency
Must have official county designation

 State Service Organization
Must reach at least 40 counties with 

services and activities



General Program Support (GPS)
Public or private pre-K-12 schools; libraries; civic organizations; parks, recreation, and leisure organizations; human 
service organizations; or other community service agencies DO NOT meet the definition of arts or cultural 
organizations. 

EXCEPTION:

Recurring Cultural Programs within Multipurpose institutions (municipalities, universities, foundations, cultural centers 
and organizations, museums, and other arts and cultural organizations) 

Entire departments or schools within a university, college, or other multipurpose institution do not qualify as recurring 
programs, although they are eligible to apply for a Specific Cultural Project.

Recurring Cultural Programs

 Must have year-round programming

 Must have fully segregated budget

 Must have independent advisory board that governs the activities of the program

 Must be able to separately fulfill the Basic Eligibility and discipline-specific requirements



Use the operating budget worksheet to calculate your TOI  *Additional eligibility requirements, see guidelines .

General Program Support (GPS)

Proposal Type Funding 
Category

Total Operating 
Income % of Income Maximum 

Request

Discipline-Based/Local 
Arts Agency*

Level 1 Less than 
$250,000

25% $         40,000 

Level 2 $250,000 - 
$900,000

15% $         90,000 

Level 3 More than 
$900,000

10% $        150,000 

State Service 
Organization*

N/A N/A 20% $        150,000 

https://files.floridados.gov/media/706659/budget-worksheet.pdf


G eneral P rogram S upport -  R eques t Amounts  

General Program Support grants have a minimum request amount of $1,000 and a 
maximum request of $150,000, based on proposal type and funding category.

To request more than $25,000, your organization must have one completed grant with 
the Division.

To request more than $50,000, your organization must have 3 years of completed 
programming and at least one full-time staff member.

Recurring Cultural Programs within Multipurpose institutions must use only the budget 
of that unit when determining the request amount, not the budget of the entire entity. 



Matc hing  R equirements  -  G P S

1:1 match; if you request $1, you need to put up $1 of 
your own money

Up to 25% of your proposal can be in-kind (donated 
goods and services)

Maximum in-kind =
(grant funds requested + cash match) / 3

When calculating in-kind, use the amount you would 
have paid for that service or good

$10 

$5 $5 

$20 

Grant
Funds

Cash Match In-Kind Total
Proposal

Cost



Matc hing  R equirements  -  G P S
 Exception: REDI counties

 Baker, Bradford, Calhoun, Columbia, 
DeSoto, Dixie, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden, 
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, 
Hendry, Highlands, Holmes, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Lafayette, Levy, Liberty, 
Madison, Nassau, Okeechobee, Putnam, 
Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Wakulla, 
Washington, Walton

 50% match required; if you request $2, you 
need to put up $1

 No cap on in-kind

$10 

$0 

$5 

$15 

Grant
Funds

Cash Match In-Kind Total
Proposal

Cost



S pec ific  C ultural P rojec ts  (S C P )

Who can apply?

Florida non-profits / public entities

With arts and cultural project(s), program(s), exhibition(s) or series

Must have at least one year of complete programming

While the project MUST be related to arts & culture, the Organization's mission does 

not need to be.

Public or private pre-K-12 schools; libraries; civic organizations; parks, recreation, and 

leisure organizations; human service organizations; or other community service 

agencies do qualify for this grant.



S pec ific  C ultural P rojec ts  (S C P )
Arts in Education

Arts Partnership   

Arts Residency 

Teaching Artists 

Artist Performances on Tour

Discipline-Based

Dance, Literature, Media Arts, Multidisciplinary, Museums, Music, Presenter, 
Community Theatre, Professional Theatre, Traditional Arts, Visual Arts

Individual Artist



Arts in Education
Arts Partnership –  projects that will advance arts education and the development of 

long-term partnerships through effective collaboration between community arts and 
cultural organizations, social service agencies, and educational entities. 

Artist Residency – places professional Florida artists in a variety of education and 
community settings.

Teaching Artists – provide funding opportunities to Florida-based professional artists 
providing educational services

Artist Performances on Tour – provides funding to Florida-based performing artists for 
touring activities outside of their home county to underserved communities; touring 
activities include both a performance and an educational component. 



Individual Artist Project

 Eligibility:

Must be a Florida Resident

Must be at least 18 years of age or older by application deadline

May NOT be enrolled in a degree or certificate program

 Purpose:

 Individual Artist Project funding is intended for Florida artists creating original 
works of art. For the purpose of this program derivative works such as 
interpretations, arrangements, reproductions, or any other transformations, or 
adaptations of pre-existing works created by other artists are not considered 
original. Must have a public component. 



Specific Cultural Projects – Request Amounts

Proposal Type Funding Category Maximum Request

Arts in Education N/A $          25,000 

Discipline-Based N/A $          25,000 

Individual Artist N/A $          25,000



Matching Requirements - SCP
1:1 match; if you request $1, you need to put up $1 of your own money
Up to 25% of your proposal can be in-kind (donated goods and services)
Exception: REDI counties:

 Baker, Bradford, Calhoun, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden, 
Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands, Holmes, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Lafayette, Levy, Liberty, Madison, Nassau, Okeechobee, Putnam, 
Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Wakulla, Washington, Walton

Exception: Performances on Tour or Artist Projects
2:1 match; if you request $2, you need to put up $1
No limit on amount of in-kind



Required Info & Documents for GPS and SCP
All organizations must provide a UEI (Unique Entity ID) number.

You can request a UEI number at www.sam.gov. Then please enter it into your 
organization profile.

With the grant application, all applicants must upload:
Substitute W-9 This can be found at flvendor.myfloridacfo.com
Federal 990 Form (most recently completed)
A letter of support from a governing board, local arts agency, or local 

government entity
Other documents as required by specific programs

  LAA: official designation documentation
Artist Performances on Tour: SIX specific attachments
  Individual Artist: THREE specific attachments

http://www.sam.gov/


Required Info & Documents 
for GPS and SCP



Review Criteria
Both SCP and GPS are scored via panel review. All applications will be 

evaluated and scored using the following three criteria:

40%

35%
20%
5%

Quality of Offerings
Reach and Impact
Track Record
History and Heritage Promotion



Quality of Offerings – Up to 40 Points

Panelists will evaluate this criteria using the responses to questions related to 
the following information:

Applicant Mission Statement

Applicant Goals/Objectives/Activities

Programming/Project Description

Partnerships and Collaborations

Required Attachments and Support Materials (see Support Materials for 
examples)



Reach and Impact – Up to 35 Points

Panelists will evaluate this criteria using the following information:

The number of proposed events

Opportunities for public participation

Location and reach of the programming/project
Including counties served

Estimated number of individuals, youth, and artists benefiting

Programming/project impact narrative



Track Record – Up to 20 Points

Covers administration and budgets.

Panelists will evaluate this criteria using the following information:

Organization's Fiscal Condition and Sustainability

Operating Budgets

Programming /Project Budget

In addition, panelists will also use the applicant's reporting history and 
compliance status as of the panel meeting.



History and Heritage Promotion – Up to 5 Points

Either 5 points or 0 points

Does your project or activities promote or enhance 
Florida’s history, 

Florida’s heritage, 

Florida’s traditions, 

Floridians’ ways of life, OR

Florida state symbols

If the answer is yes to any of these, you have 1500 characters to explain



Funding for Division grant programs is appropriated by the Florida Legislature as part of the state budget 
during the annual regular session. 

 General Program Support is listed as “Culture and Museum Grants”

 Specific Cultural Projects is listed as “Culture Builds Florida”

The 2026 Legislative Session will take place in late spring 2027. 

Once the Legislature submits the budget to the Governor, he has fifteen days to sign the budget and veto 
any line items. 

AFTER the budget is signed, award amounts will be announced. If no funds are appropriated, no funds will 
be awarded

Grantees will draft their contract details AFTER the award amounts are announced, making any changes as 
needed based on the award amount.

Funding levels are determined by the legislature and subject to the Governor’s approval.

Funding Process



Application Timeline

List reviewed 
by FCAC & 

submitted to 
SOS after 

panels

September & 
October - 

Panel 
Reviews

Late July & 
Early August 

– Division 
Staff Review

July 10th– 
5:00 P.M., 

EST, Deadline 

June 1st – 
Application 

Opens

June/October 2026



Funding Timeline
2027 - 2028

June 30, 
2028 – 

Grant Year 
Ends

July 1, 2027 
– Grant 

Year Begins

June/July – 
Awards 

Announced

May-June – 
Governor 

Signs 
Budget

March - 
May– 

Legislative 
Session

Any applicant who is in non-compliance at the 
time awards are posted will forfeit their award. 



DOSGRANTS.COM
All applicants are required to apply using the Department of State’s online grant system. You must have an individual user account 
and be associated with an eligible organization before you can begin your application. 



Creating an Organization



Creating an Organization



Applying for a Grant



GPS/SCP Application
Cover Page (The Wizard)

The questions in Section A of the application are geared to determine:

If you are an Individual or an Organization
If you are applying to GPS or SCP
For which specific Proposal Type, and Discipline, of either GPS or SCP you are applying

If you apply for GPS, the Wizard will also ask you your Total Operating Income to determine in which 
Funding Category to place your application (Level 1, 2, or 3).

Note: If you made a mistake, you can go back to the Wizard and fix it before submitting the application.



GPS/SCP Application
Contacts

Section B

Grant Contact

The Grant Contact is the primary contact for your grant. This is the person that will be contacted 
if there are any issues with your application.

Provide an email address and phone number that will go directly to the contact (if possible), not 
one for the general organization.

Additional Contact

Provide the name, email address and phone number that will go directly to a second person at 
your organization.

Authorized Official

Provide the name and contact information for the person authorized to sign contracts on behalf 
of the organization—often the Executive Director or a board member.



GPS/SCP Application
Eligibility

The questions in Section C of the application are geared to determine:

General Eligibility
What is the legal status of your organization?
Are all grant activities accessible to all members of the public?
How many years of completed programming does your organization have?

Eligibility for the specific type, category, and/or discipline selected
Is your organization designated as the Local Arts Agency by the local county commission?
Does your organization have an arts education mission?



Application Tips
SAVE each page of the application before moving on to the next

Make sure each completed section has a checkmark 

Look for possible error messages (in red next to the question) and attend to it



Application Tips

Read the Guidelines first 
Consider quality over quantity

Write the narrative responses in a Word or Google Doc and copy/paste 
into the application. Application text boxes will not support the insertion 
of pictures
Proofread, then have someone else read it!
Review the examples on our website

Please, do not wait until the last minute to start your application

ATTEND THE PANEL MEETING



General Information 

General Program Support Guidelines 

Specific Cultural Projects Guidelines

Example Applications 

Online Grant System

DOS Grants FAQ  

Division of Arts and Culture Calendar

Florida Division of Arts & Culture (list-manage.com) 

Grant Resources

https://dos.fl.gov/cultural/grants/
https://files.floridados.gov/media/709772/gps-grant-guidelines-nov-2025.pdf
https://files.floridados.gov/media/709775/scp-grant-guidelines-nov-2025.pdf
https://dos.fl.gov/cultural/grants/grant-resources/example-applications/
https://dosgrants.com/
https://www.dosgrants.com/Home/LinkToFaq
https://dos.fl.gov/cultural/news-and-events/calendar/
http://eepurl.com/cwMsXH
http://eepurl.com/cwMsXH
http://eepurl.com/cwMsXH


GRANT PROGRAM MANAGERS
Samantha Arroyo
Samantha.Arroyo@DOS.FL.gov

Cassandra White
Cassandra.White@DOS.FL.gov 

Sue Ernst
Susan.Ernst@DOS.FL.gov

Audrey McKenzie
Audrey.McKenzie@DOS.FL.gov

Sam Brown
Samuel.Brown@DOS.FL.gov

State Folklorist
Folklife@DOS.FL.gov

Paul Gabbard
Paul.Gabbard@DOS.FL.gov

Jennifer Goudeau
Jennifer.Goudeau@DOS.FL.gov

mailto:Samantha.Arroyo@DOS.FL.gov
mailto:Cassandra.White@DOS.FL.gov
mailto:Susan.Ernst@DOS.FL.gov
mailto:Audrey.McKenzie@DOS.FL.gov
mailto:Samuel.Brown@DOS.FL.gov
mailto:Folklife@DOS.FL.gov
mailto:Paul.Gabbard@DOS.FL.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Goudeau@DOS.FL.gov


QUESTIONS

ANSWERS
TYPE HERE

Links for the presentation and materials will be posted on the Division’s 
website after the session.
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